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The UN estimates two million IDPs and 
residents living along both sides of the 
contact line need humanitarian aid. An 
additional two million are located within 
the non-government controlled areas.

Freezing temperatures have arrived in Ukraine and the approaching December-February months represent 
the core period for extreme weather conditions. Independent forecast centers* predict that Ukraine will 
experience winter conditions that fall within monthly historic climatological patterns with 20 or more days of 
freezing temperatures and precipitation limited to 3-4 inches, on average, during this time frame. 

In late September 2015 Ukraine and Russia entered a tentative agreement on the purchase of natural gas 
supplies vital for winter heating.  With existing winter stores of gas and coal at or below last year’s 
numbers, continued procurements of both are needed to provide heat and electricity through the winter.

In late September 2015 the majority of international aid agencies, including Doctors 
Without Borders and the United Nations, were expelled from non-government 
controlled portions of Donetsk and Luhansk.  While the UN’s expulsion from Luhansk 
ended in late October, most international NGOs still lack access.  Only one 
international NGO has been allowed to provide aid in Donetsk, leaving residents and 
internally displaced persons there reliant primarily on Russian or local Ukrainian 
relief.  Over 16,000 metric tons of aid items, including vital winterization materials, 
are blocked from a large percentage of the most vulnerable populations.
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While Ukraine has successfully absorbed a signi�cant 
majority of IDPs into its existing infrastructure, with 
only a small portion residing in shelters, international 
funding of relief e�orts for those inside and near the 
con�ict-a�ected areas remains below projected 
requirements.

Funding shortfalls

Funding required:
$316 million

Funded
or pledged:
$153 million††

Unmet:
$163 million††

††As of November 1, 2015

†As of Nov 2015, gas 
and coal stores remain 

at or below projected 
needs for a mild winter
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Proportion of IDPs, by type

Children

Elderly

Oblast name
Number
displaced

Donetsk
563,063

Known pedestrian crossing site

Humanitarian access

Number of days
below freezing,**
Dec.-Feb.

27

23

Proportion of IDPs reporting
su�ciently insulated housing

Yes,
sufficient

No,
insufficient

Humanitarian convoy entry
point and service center
 Russian humanitarian convoy
entry point


